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History and mode, of cultivating Minute Anatomy. 479 fixed. Our present intention is to speak briefly of the characteristics of each of them, and to offer some remarks on the history of their common subject, and on the spirit and method in which it is now investigated.
1. The work of Professor Henle is a complete system of general anatomy, and such an one as probably no other man in Europe could have written.
Its author is already known to our readers as one of the most sharp-sighted and industrious anatomists of Germany;
as the most successful investigator of the nature of mucus, and of the structure and arrangement of the epithelia, the hairs, the blood-vessels, the villi, and the true elementary parts of the secernent glands. By his discoveries in these and many other particular objects of inquiry, he has contributed to the knowledge of physiology scarcely less than his fellow-pupil, Schwann, has by his great generalization of development through cells.
For the present work Henle seems to have laboured in the whole field of structural anatomy both by actual investigation and by reading; and he has thus produced a book which is not only superior to all others on the same subject, but has few equals in merit among the text-books of other sciences. It is written honestly, accurately, and with common sense, and, though far too large for the use of students, it would be hard to say what part could be omitted without lessening its value to those who are already acquainted with the general principles of the science.
Of its two chief sections the first, on the chemistry of the body, is compiled from the works of Berzelius, Lowig, and F. Simon; the second, which forms nine tenths of the whole, is devoted to structural anatomy.
There is in it a happy combination without confusion of the facts of observation with those of history. In each chapter, a tissue is first described with no more references than are absolutely necessary, and this is followed by the history of the progressive discoveries in its anatomy, and an analysis of the opinions of different authors on questions yet unsettled. In all this historical part, Henle's accuracy and impartiality are truly admirable: we have scrupulously compared page after page with extracts from the quoted works and have hardly discerned an error.
2. The value of Dr. Gerber's Manual, which at its first appearance was the best of the modern works on general anatomy, has been greatly depreciated by the publication of those of Henle and Bruns. Not that it was admirable even when almost unrivalled ; for its style is obscure, and the descriptions of all the tissues are confused or imperfect. It contains, indeed, many original facts from the investigations of its author and his friend Valentin; and these give it considerable value. But its general usefulness is prevented by its faults, not only of style, but of arrangement; the author seeming to have mistaken minuteness of division for accuracy of plan.
Of the translation the best that can be said is that it holds in English literature the same place which the original work once did abroad; it is unrivalled ; it is executed with a fair amount of accuracy, but the writer seems often to have stuck half-way between the languages, and the translation of many words has to be carried some distance further before they are fairly rendered into English. The plates are, in both, hard and unnatural: they are, indeed, little more than diagrams of the objects they are in-Henle, Gerbeu, Bruns, &c. We believe that if the understanding be exercised with an energy proportioned to the industry with which facts are pursued, the present will be a more brilliant period in the history of physiology than ever yet was known; for never were so many engaged in the pursuit, and never was there so much labour bestowed upon it; and already, by the few who combine clearness of thinking with accuracy of observation, some most striking and important results have been attained. Only, when we see an apparatus exalted so much above its due state of subserviency, we cannot help fearing lest much of that which is being done should be done in vain ; and lest that which is gathered in disorder, and often with a heedless curiosity, should end, as it did once before, in mere obscurity.
